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men’s perception of facial disgust

While influential models of the psychology of disgust identify separate dimensions, such as moral,
sexual and pathogen disgust➊➋, research on the perception of facial expressions often treats disgust as
reflecting a unitary concept➌. Here, we investigated the relationship between the perception of disgust
in faces and individual differences in sensitivity to moral, sex and pathogen disgust.

Measuring Facial Disgust Perception
49 men and 88 women* aged 17–43 years
(M = 24.9, SD = 5.91) classified the emotion
of composite faces➍ showing varying levels of
anger, disgust, fear, happiness, sadness and surprise.
*1 female participant was excluded for emotion recognition across all 6 emotions near chance.

Analysis
The percent of correctly classified disgusted faces
was calculated for each participant and analysed
using ANCOVA with participant sex (male, female)
and sex of face (male, female) as between-subjects
factors, and moral, sexual and pathogen disgust
scores as covariates.
A marginally significant main effect of disgust (F1, 124 =
3.54, p = .062) was qualified by an interaction
between participant sex and pathogen disgust (F1,
124= 4.55, p = .035). All other effects were not
significant (all F1, 124 < 1.58, p > .21).
Repeating the ANCOVA split by sex revealed a main
effect of pathogen disgust for men (F1, 41 = 5.95, p = .
019), but not for women (F1, 80 = 0.13, p = .72).

Measuring Disgust Sensitivity
Participants also completed the Three Domains of
Disgust Scale➊, which measures disgust sensitivity
in moral, sexual and pathogen domains.
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Facial disgust perception was predicted only by pathogen disgust, not moral or sexual disgust,.
However, this effect was qualified by an interaction with sex of participant, whereby men, but not
women, with higher levels of pathogen disgust were more likely to correctly classify faces as disgusted.
The results show that men with greater concern about pathogens are more sensitive to the facial
expression of disgust, suggesting that perception of disgust from faces my be driven by inferences
about others’ pathogen threat, at least among men.
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