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Many researchers have suggested that individuals who respond more positively to high-cuteness
versus low-cuteness versions of infant faces are those who would also be particularly willing to engage
in parental behaviors➊. However, support for this proposal comes largely from studies in which
women responded more positively to cute infant faces than did men➊➋. To explore the issue further,
we investigated the relationship between (1) the motivational salience of infant facial cuteness and (2)
a composite questionnaire measure of nulliparous women’s maternal personality.
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Maternal Personality Questionnaire
Each woman completed a maternal personality
questionnaire, including an adapted version of
the Parental Involvement Questionnaire➎. PCA
reduced these items to a single factor.

Cuteness motivation scores were calculated by
subtracting the average number of key presses
made for the low-cute versions of the infant
faces from those made for the high-cute
versions. Scores were significantly greater than
zero (Z = 6.78, p < .001).
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Motivational Salience of Infant Cuteness
117 nulliparous, heterosexual women (mean
age = 21.8 years, SD = 4.3 years) performed a
standard key-press task➌➍ in which they could
control the viewing time for high-cuteness and
low-cuteness infant faces by repeatedly pressing
designated keys. Effort exerted to alter viewing
time reflects motivational salience.

Maternal Personality Factor (rank)
There was a significant positive relationship
between cuteness motivation scores and
maternal personality factor:
(Spearman’s rho = .35, N = 117, p < .001)

The effect of cuteness on the motivational salience of infant faces was more pronounced in
nulliparous women with greater maternal personality scores. These results support the proposal that
individual differences in responses to infant facial cuteness at least partly reflect individual differences in
willingness to engage in parental behavior➊.
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